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Research Question
How does religious affiliation play a role in
attitudes towards immigration?

Research and Key Points
•

Investigate two key areas: US and Europe
–

•

Religious affiliation in the US showed a trend
for negative attitudes towards immigration
–

•

•

•

Two religiously diverse regions that face the
dilemma of immigration

Protestants and White Catholics were the main
groups that exhibited these negative attitudes

Roman Catholics held both favorable and
unfavorable attitudes towards immigrants,
creating a division in American Catholicism
In Europe, religious affiliation tends to result
in more positive attitudes towards
immigrants
Multiculturalism: Issue of native identity v.
immigrant identity arises as regions become
more religiously diverse

Interview with Dr. Neomi De Anda
• Associate Professor of Religious Studies at UD
with Catholic background
• Spent much of her career with HOPE
• Emphasized role of religious leaders to
encourage positive attitudes and political reform
The HOPE Border Institute is a
Catholic organization that works
toward uniting different religions
and pushing for change on the issue
of the US-Mexico border

Conclusion and Future Research
• Religious affiliation plays both a positive and
negative role in societies across the globe
• In the future, we may hope to see more
research in regions that may not be as diverse
References
Bohman, Andrea, and Mikael Hjerm. “How the Religious Context Affects the Relationship between Religiosity and Attitudes
towards Immigration.” Ethnic & Racial Studies 37, no. 6 (2014): 937–57.
Nagel, Caroline, and Patricia Ehrkamp. “Immigration, Christian Faith Communities, and the Practice of Multiculturalism in the
U.S. South.” Ethnic & Racial Studies 40, no. 1 (2017): 190–208.
Sherkat, Darren E., and Derek Lehman. “Bad Samaritans: Religion and Anti‐Immigrant and Anti‐Muslim Sentiment in the United
States*.” Social Science Quarterly (Wiley-Blackwell) 99, no. 5 (2018): 1791–1804.
Williams, Rhys H. “Religion and Multiculturalism: A Web of Legal, Institutional, and Cultural Connections.” Sociological Quarterly
56, no. 4 (2015): 607–22.

